& COBBOSSEE LAKE

BACKGROUND:

Cobbosseecontee Lake (aka Cobbossee Lake)
is a 5,238 acre lake and is the central figure of
the 217-square mile Cobbossee watershed.
Its direct watershed (all the land that drains to
Cobbossee Lake) covers 32 square miles.

According to the Cobbossee Watershed District
(CWD) and Maine Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP), Cobbossee
Lake has improved over the past two decades,
but it remains threatened by polluted runoff.
Soil erosion, particularly from gravel camp
roads, is a major source of pollution to the
lake.

e Soil contains the nutrient, phosphorus, which
has the potential to promote nuisance algae
blooms that can lead to oxygen depletion and
diminished habitat for aquatic life.

e Algae blooms also turn lake water green
making it less desirable for human usage,
including recreation, aesthetics, and water

supply.

e Studies have shown that as water clarity
decreases, property values also drop.
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WATERSHED SURVEY:

In the summer of 2013 and 2014 staff from the
CWD and the Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed
(FOCW) conducted a survey of the immediate
watershed focusing primarily on identifying
erosion problems associated with the 80 to 100
camp roads surrounding the lake.

Surveyors documented and mapped polluted
runoff sources primarily from private and public
roads and driveways using cameras and
standardized field data sheets. Recommendations
were made to remediate each source and the
impact of each site was rated and costs to fix
problems were estimated. CWD technical staff
reviewed all survey data and developed site-
specific recommendations for ten high priority
sites.



KEY SURVEY RESULTS:

Technical staff of the CWD and the FOCW
identified 80 sites in 7 desighated sectors (see
right) of the Cobbossee Lake Watershed that
are impacting or have the potential to impact
water quality.

o 59 of the identified sites were found to be
associated with private gravel camp roads.
These sites tended to have moderate to
severe erosion and are located in close
proximity to the lake. Most of these sites
can be fixed easily at a moderate cost.

o 90 percent of sites were rated either
“Medium” or “High” Priority suggesting high
potential for impacting the lake. Although
many are located far back from the lake
they can erode into the lake’s tributaries.

Although those who live on camp roads in these
sectors can have an immediate role to play in

lake protection, even people living far from the vt L , ik
lake can all help reduce lake pollution. Map of 7 Delineated Survey Sectors

»

NEXT STEPS:

« Now that the watershed survey and report are complete, fixing the sites identified in this survey
will require concerted effort from the Cobbossee Watershed District, the Friends of Cobbossee
Watershed, individuals, the Cobbosseecontee Yacht Club, road associations, and municipal officials.

e The Cobbossee Watershed District will apply for a DEP 319 implementation grant to help
landowners, road associations and town fix these erosion problems.

If you have an identified erosion problem on your property, would like more information about this
project, or would like to obtain a copy of the report, please contact the Cobbossee Watershed District
(377-2234 or cwd@fairpoint.net).

LOCAL ACTION AND SUPPORT

Although the Cobbossee Watershed District hopes to Project Partners:
receive a grant to help fix some of the larger identified
problems, it is also important that local residents do their
part to address erosion problems on their own.

o Cobbossee Watershed District

e Maine DEP
The CWD has a long record of success in lake management. | ¢+ Friends of Cobbossee Watershed
All member towns of the CWD have demonstrated strong o Cobbosseecontee Yacht Club
support for lake improvement and protection efforts. The « Towns of Litchfield, Manchester,
Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed works closely with the Monmouth, and Winthrop

CWD and provides support to the efforts of the CWD. And
in recent years, the Cobbosseecontee Yacht Club has

become very involved in efforts to curtail NPS pollution.

This project was funded in part by a grant from the Maine Department of Environmental Protection. Funds were provided from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency throngh the Clean Water Act, Section 319.



