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Definitions:
DOG Shall be intended to mean both male and female dogs

OWNER Shall be intended to mean any person or persons, firm, association, or
corporation, owning, keeping, harboring, or in possession of, or having
control of a dog. “Owner” shall also be intended to mean and include
when used in this ordinance, the parent, parents, or guardian of a minor
owning, keeping or having a dog in his/her possession.

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER
A qualified person who is employed by the Town of Manchester and
shall be known as, and perform the duties of, Animal Control Officer.
The ACO shall be principally responsible for the enforcement of all laws
related to dogs, cats, and other domesticated animals and also to
undomesticated animals.

AT LARGE Shall be intended to mean off premises of the dog’s owner, and not
under the control and restraint of the dog’s owner or a member of
his/her immediate family, either by leash, cord, chain, or at heel or
under voice command.

1. Dogs Required to be Licensed
No dog shall be kept within the Town limits of Manchester, unless such dog shall have
been licensed by its owner in accordance with 7-M.R.S.A. Section 3451 as amended.

2. Dogs Running At Large
No owner shall cause or permit any dog, owned or kept by him/her or in his/her
possession or under his/her control, to run at large within the town. A dog, while in or
on any public way or place, or in or on any other place, except, as hereinafter provided,
shall be under restraint within the meaning of the ordinance, if it is controlled by a
leash, cord, chain or at heel, or is on or within a vehicle being driven by or parked on the
streets, or within the property limits of its owner or keeper. Nothing in this ordinance
shall be held to require the leashing restraint of any dog while on its owner’s or keeper’s
premises.

3. Harboring Sick/Injured Dogs
It shall be unlawful for a person keeping or harboring any dog, when notified that such
dog has bitten any person or has injured any person as to cause abrasion of the skin to:
e To sell or give away such dog or permit such a dog to be taken beyond
the limits of the town, except under the care of a licensed veterinarian
OR
e Destroy such a dog without permission and or notification of the Animal
Control Officer.
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4, Barking or Howling Dogs.

A

It is unlawful for any owner to knowingly keep or harbor any dog which
causes annoyance, alarm, or noise disturbance for more than fifteen
minutes at any time of the day or night, by repeated barking, whining,
yelping, howling or any other similar sound, which can be heard beyond

the boundary of the owner’s property an&mst&mgwnrmypepsen&ﬁtm
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provoked by trespassing people or animal on private property on which
the animal is situated or by other legitimate cause for provocation does not
apply to working farm animals or quard dogs kept on private property.

Enforcement. Upon a complaint by any person actually disturbed, the
Animal Control Officer or any duly qualified law enforcement officer may
investigate the disturbance and if satisfied that a violation of this Section
has occurred, may give written notice to the owner of such dog of the
violation and that further violation must cease. If, after the written notice
has been given to the owner, such owner again violates this Section, the
Animal Control Officer shall seek appropriate remedies under this
Ordinance by the issuance of a summons and complaint to be served upon
the owner and filed in the Maine District Court in the City of Augusta.

5. Authority To Take Unlicensed Dog’s to Veterinarian, Shelter Disposition

Any dog not licensed in accordance with Section 1 and found within the town,
shall be taken by the Animal Control Officer or Game Warden or Police Officer
to a licensed Humane society, City Shelter or Veterinarian and kept there for a
maximum period of 9 days (nine days).

e The owner of such dog may, within such period, claim the dog
upon payment of a $20.00 fee, made payable to the Town of
Manchester. In addition, such dog must be vaccinated and licensed
before being released from said shelter.

e If dog is not claimed within the 9 day period, the Humane Society,
Shelter or Veterinarian may give away, sell or otherwise humanely
dispose of said dog.

6. Civil Remedies

Any person violating any provision of this Ordinance shall be subject to a civil
penalty of not less than $50.00 and not more than $500.00 for each offense, and
shall pay to the Town its court costs, and reasonable attorney’s fees, if any,
incurred in the prosecution of the violator. A separate offense shall be deemed
committed on each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues.
Additionally, the Town may request injunctive relief to prohibit continuation of
any violation of this Ordinance.
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7. Control of Animal Waste
An owner must remove and dispose of any feces left by his/her animal anywhere
other than the property of the owner unless prior permission from another
property owner. Deposit such feces into appropriate litter receptacle. This
requlation shall not apply to any person who, by reason of physical handicap, is
unable to comply with the requirement.

Towwn Meeting Approved 06/21/1999
Amended Section 4 & 6 -Townw Meeting Approved 06/23/2001
Amended Sectiow 4 & 7 - Approved - 06/14/2012
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